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An Open and Affirming Church - Sharing What God's Love Looks Like
August 2, 2026 - God Gives Enough Food for All

+Please rise in body or spirit.
TOLLING THE HOUR
PRELUDE
WELCOME
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

CALL TO WORSHIP

We wander in the wilderness carrying the baggage of our anxieties and the echoes of our fears.

Yet even here, in the vast and open spaces, God journeys with us.

We cry out when resources feel scarce, when systems of oppression demand more than we can give.
God hears the cries of the marginalized, and answers not with judgment, but with grace.

The Spirit invites us into a new economy: an ethic of enough for everyone, and hoarding for no one.
We are called to trust in collective abundance, where all needs are met, and all are fed.

Today, let us gather the manna of Love, sharing our daily bread with open hands and open hearts.
Come, let us worship the God of liberation, who nourishes us For the journey of justice.

+HYMN "All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly" insert

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God, we confess that we are easily seduced by the economics of empire. Like the wanderers
before us, we panic in the lean seasons and accumulate more than we can use. We hoard our time,
our resources, and our empathy, fearing that your grace will run out tomorrow. We ignore the
systems that leave our neighbors hungry while our own baskets overflow. Forgive us for trusting
in currency more than community. Forgive us fFor mistaking our privilege for your blessing.
Re-wire our hearts to choose collective care over individual survival. AMEN (silent reflection)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Hear the good news in life's wilderness: Manna falls every single morning. The grace of God is not a
finite resource to be rationed, but is renewed in sharing. God does not demand our perfection; God
invites our partnership. We are loved, we are fed, and we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God. With open hands, we receive this grace and begin again.

WHAT'S IN THE BAG?

+SINGING PRAISES TO GOD “Gloria Patri” #558
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen

DEDICATION OF VETERANS FOOD OFFERING
COMMUNION LITURGY

The Spirit of Life be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the God of Liberation.
Let us give thanks to the Source of Abundance. It is right to offer our thanks and praise.

We praise you, God, for you looked upon the chaos of creation and declared it good. You designed a
planet of radical abundance, where every living thing has a place and a purpose. When your people
were trapped under the pharaohs of extraction and exploitation, you broke their chains. You led them
into the unknown wilderness, teaching them a new way to live: a life without hoarding, a life where
daily bread is a gift to be shared, not a commodity to be bought.



Therefore, with the wanderers of every age, the prophets who cried out for equity, and all who still
hunger for justice, we join our voices in praise:

Holy, holy, holy, God of Abundance. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of justice.
Hosanna in the highest!

We remember that on the night before he was executed by the empire for preaching radical love,
Jesus gathered with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them saying:
"Take, eat; this is my body, given for you. Whenever you do this, remember me."

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: "This cup is the new covenant,
poured out for you and for all for the transformation of the world. Whenever you drink it, remember
me."

PRAYER

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts of grain and grape. May this bread be the manna that
sustains us when the struggle For justice grows weary. May this cup be the hope that Fuels our
imagination For a better world. By sharing this meal, bind us together. Melt away our fears of
scarcity, and embolden us to build communities where no one is left behind. Amen

SHARING THE MEAL

SCRIPTURE Exodus 16:1-36 Highlights
MUSICAL REFLECTION

REFLECTION

+HYMN "You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” #531

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
SUNG CALL TO PRAYER “Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying” #403
SILENCE
SHARING OUR PRAYERS
PRAYER
THE LORD'S PRAYER (SUNG) #412

OFFERING OUR GIFTSTO GOD
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY
+SUNG RESPONSE “The Doxology” #563
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen.

+PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Creator God, Source of Life, we offer these gifts as a joyful reflection of your presence in our
lives. Use these gifts to heal creation, comfort the hurting, and advance love and justice in our
community. Bless both the gift and the giver as we partner with you to transform the world.
Amen.

+HYMN "Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah" #432
LITANY OF BLESSING THE JOURNEY FOR KEN AND WENDY HENDERSON

Our community is joined by faith in Jesus Christ, yet our community changes as members move to
new homes and places. For a time, Ken and Wendy have lived and worshiped with us.

We give thanks For the laughter, the shared burdens, and the presence of our friends among us.

We feel sadness in your leaving, yet we rejoice with you in this new chapter and pray for your safe
journey.

We send you Forth with our love, our gratitude, and our blessing.



Do you, Ken and Wendy, carry our love with you as you leave this local body to find a new church
home?

Ken and Wendy: We do, with God's help, and thank you for your care and fellowship.

Do you, members of the First Congregational Church of Pelham, United church of Christ, release Ken
and Wendy from our midst, committing them to God's continued care in their new home?

We do, with God's help.
CLOSING PRAYER

Gracious God, surround Ken and Wendy with your presence on this journey. Bless their new home,
guide their steps, and unite us forever in your love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
SUNG BENEDICTION "Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah" #432

"Feed me till | want no more."

AUGUST MISSION - END 68 HOURS OF HUNGER

End 68 Hours of Hunger is dedicated to ending childhood weekend hunger. It specifically tackles the
68-hour gap that food-insecure children face between receiving a free school lunch on Friday and a
free school breakfast on Monday. Your generous financial support will empower End 68 Hours to
purchase much needed food!

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We gather on the traditional ancestral homeland of the Abenaki, Pennacook and Wabanaki Peoples
past and present, who have ongoing cultural and spiritual connections.. We acknowledge and honor
with gratitude the aki (land), nebi (water), olakwikak (flora), awaasak (fauna) and the aln8bak (people)
who have been stewards of these throughout the generations.

Ministers: All Members of the Church

Pastor: Rev. Carlos Jauhola-Straight Director of Music: Tom Seniow
Accompanist: Carolyn (Sue) Howard Bell Choir Director: Sharon Hone
Administrator: Stephanie Noel Sexton: Lupe Nava

Deacons: Dan Murphy, Dot Hill, and Doug Lumb




LORD’S SUPPER

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 509
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Come from rest-less-ness and roam-ing. Here, in
Come from lone - li - ness and long - ing. Here, in
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1 All who hun-ger, gath-er glad - ly; ho-ly man-na is our bread.
2 All who hun-ger, nev-er strang-ers, seek-er, be a wel-come guest.
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er; Je-sus Christis liv - ing bread.
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Come from wil-der-ness and wan-dering. Here, in truth, we will be fed.

joy, we keep the feast.
peace, we have been led.
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You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-roundus is our food.

We that once were lost and scat-tered in

com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
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Blest are those who from this ta - ble live their days in grat-i - tude.
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Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
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The United Church of Canada minister who wrote this text was introduced to shape note tunes at the 1990
Hymn Society conference in Charleston, South Carolina. Afterwards she vacationed with friends nearby and
worked out this text while humming this tune as she walked up and down the beach.

TEXT: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1990

MUSIC: William Moore’s Columbian Harmony, 1825

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.

HOLY MANNA
8.7.8.7.D
(alternate harmonization, 396)



